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The public practicaljy declared that their verdict was
unfounded and did not follow their leading, and for once
the newspapers were not the great power which they
imagine themselves to be. Two editions, amounting
together to seven thousand copies, were exhausted with-
in two months. A third and fourth followed rapidly,
and before the end of the first year it was necessary to
issue a fifth edition of the novelty which had made so
many enemies. There were at this time fourteen
thousand copies of the book in circulation, certainly
a very considerable success in view of the fact that
times were not particularly good and the price of the
two volumes by no means moderate. Even then the
run continued. A sixth edition appeared after a certain
interval, and subsequently a seventh, a popular issue of
ten thousand copies in another and cheaper form.

That was not all. In a few months after the first
publication of the book in German there were nine
translations on the market. That was nine transla-
tions in as many months, and an entire circulation
at home and abroad of about 50,000 copies. Moreover,
the German literary hacks who occupied themselves
with Bismarck lived upon fragments of my work and
drew their supplies from it for years, frequently without
mentioning their authority. As to the domestic circu-
lation of the book, I may mention that about a thousand
copies were sold in Berlin, where the Vossische Zeitung,
and the National Zeitung had spoken so slightingly of
it and warned so strongly against it; and that of all our
cities Cologne was the largest purchaser in proportion to
its population.

Towards the end of November, 1878, I informed the
Chief that if he desired to see any additions made to